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EXHIBITIONS & VISUAL ARTS

St Fergus Gallery, Wick     www.highland.gov.uk/stfergusgallery
1 Nov to 29 Nov ~ Highland Journey by Robin Gillanders

St Fergus Gallery, Wick provides a further chance to catch Highland Journey, a Photographic exhibition by Robin Gillanders, inspired by the trip made in 1934 by the writer and poet Edwin Muir borrowed a car from his friend and fellow Orcadian, Stanley Cursiter, and set out on a tour around Scotland. 

www.highland.gov.uk/stfergusgallery
M, T, Th 12 to 5.30pm, Fr 2 to 8pm, Sat 10.30am to 1pm

Swanson Gallery, Thurso      www.highland.gov.uk/swansongallery
Highland Original Print 

Highland Print Studio is bringing to Thurso’s Swanson Gallery an exhibition of contemporary artwork celebrating the diversity of work that can be created using traditional printmaking techniques. The exhibition, in collaboration with the Highland Council Exhibitions Unit, contains etchings, screen-prints, relief prints and lithographs by artist printmakers based in the Highlands and beyond. The show also includes displays of the equipment and tools used to create artwork using these fascinating techniques.

Work on show includes: Steven Campbell’s ‘The Rosslyn Experience’, a woodcut of the apprentice pillar at Rosslyn Chapel; John McNaught’s ‘Playing for the Jersey’, 20 linocuts in the artist’s series of images representing every Scottish Football League club; 

Adrian Wiszniewski’s ‘Whispering Hag’ woodcut from ‘The Girl, the Boy and the Hag’, a modern gothic fairytale written and illustrated by the artist; and Bronwen Sleigh’s ‘Petrolia’ etching from a series on the Cromarty Firth area among many other works.

M, T, W - 1 to 5pm, Fr – 1 to 8pm, Sat - 10am to 1pm
www.highland.gov.uk/swansongallery
timespan Gallery, Helmsdale
Now closed for the winter and will re-open next Spring. However there are plenty of actvities:

Film Wednesday
Every Wednesday, the young people of Sutherland aged between 12 and 16 are invited to attend film showings in Timespan’s mini cinema. Admission free, free drinks, pop corn 60p.

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly 
Wednesday 29th October at 7pm 

Director: Julian Schnabel, 2008 (PG Subtitles )

Workshops:  Our Past Our Future
(Supported by the Scottish Community Foundation)
What Happened to the Sutherland Emigrants?
In partnership with the Lord Selkirk Association of Rupert's Land in Canada.
Saturday 1st November: Sutherland emigration in the late 18th century 

Saturday 8th November: The Clearances and forces of emigration 

Saturday 15th November: The Red River Settlement (part 1)

Saturday 22nd November: The Red River Settlement (part 2) 

Saturday 29th November: Emigration to Australia & New Zealand 

Saturday 6th December: Later Sutherland emigrations 

 December - Continuation of Oral history project 
	· Forthcoming winter events 2008/2009 
· Cine nights in Timespan showing local archival film footage. 
· Survey of townships in the Strath of Kildonan in partnership with The Royal Commission's project, Recording Scotland's Past led by archaeologist Dr Janet Hooper.
· Historical research workshops based on the Revd. Sage's accounts. 

· Series of themed heritage talks.

· Enhance digital photographs workshop - members of the youth group show members of the heritage group how to fix photographs. 

· Excursions.
Pinxit 2008
Saturday 29th November from 10.00am:  Exhibition of works 

Saturday 29th November from 7.00pm: Results of Silent Auction

Entries to be received by Timespan no later than Friday 14th November.
http://www.timespan.org.uk/
Timespan is supported by The Highland Council
	


North Lands Creative Glass

http://www.northlandsglass.com/
Ferrycroft Visitor Centre

Closed for the season. However the Ord Hill mobile phone audio tour continues. Phone 01549 488082 (Eng); 488083 (Gaelic). (Local rates apply)
Independent Museums supported by The Highland Council

Dunbeath Heritage

http://www.dunbeath-heritage.org.uk
Historylinks, Dornoch

http://www.historylinks.org.uk
Tain Museum/ Tain Through Time

http://www.tainmuseum.org.uk
Tarbat Discovery Centre

http://www.tarbat-discovery.co.uk
Strathnaver Museum

http://www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk
Light in the North 2008

A festival to celebrate the life and work of Neil M Gunn

Saturday 1st November in Dunbeath Heritage Centre, Caithness.

Only £5 including lunch.

11.00am
Writer Kenneth Steven



tells how Neil M Gunn’s “Highland River” has inspired his own work,



especially his book of stories “The Highland Trilogy” from which



he will read.



Dairmid Gunn, nephew of Neil Gunn will lead a discussion.

12.30pm
Buffet Lunch.

 1.00pm
Neil Gunn’s unpublished play – The Ancient Fire (1929).



Grey Coast Theatre’s community actors.



The Skraelings will read from this previously unknown work.

Time permitting, there may be a walk up the Strath afterwards.

No booking necessary.

For further information 0798171347 editor@scotiarview.org wwwscotaireview.org

Dunbeath Heritage Centre 01953 721233

UNIVERISTY OF ABERDEEN

CAITHNESS

DUNBEATH

Dunbeath Heritage Centre – WEDNESDAYS – 7.30pm

(Sponsored by Dunbeath Preservation Trust)

5 November 2008
ON THE TRAIL OF THE HAIRY NOSED OTTER




Dr Paul Yoxon

15 April 2009

DOWSING IN ARCHAEOLOGY




Captain Peter Donaldson

Details from

Meg Sinclair – Dunbeath Heritage Centre – 01593 7312233

THURSO


North Highland College – TUESDAY – 7.30pm

(In association with Caithness Field Club)

25 November 2008
CELTIC ART IN THE LANDSCAPE




Norman Newton

Details from:

Marion Owen – Secretary Caithness Field Club – 01847 892999

SUTHERLAND

BRORA

Brora Community Learning Centre – WEDNESDAY – 7.30pm
19 November 2008
ST KILDA: TWO DECADES OF DIGGING AND SCRAPING




Dr Jeff Stone

Details from:

Shirley Maclean or Trish Matthews – Brora Community Centre – 




01408 622707

GOLSPIE

Community Room, Golspie High School – WEDNESDAY – 8.00pm
26 November 2008
CELTIC ART IN THE LANDSCAPE




Norman Newton

25 February 2009
CYCLING ACROSS TIBET: ALTITUDE WITH ATTITUDE




Gordon Casely

Details from:

Lawrence Jamieson – Community Learning – 01408 633500

KINLOCHBERVIE

High School, Kinlochbervie – WEDNESDAY – 7.30pm

25 March 2009

EMIGRANT SCOTS 

Dr Marjory Harper

Details from:

Michael Otter – 01971 521729

LOCHINVER

Community Room, Lochinver Village Hall –THURSDAY – 7.45PM

(In association with Assynt Field Club)

20 November 2008
ST KILDA: TWO DECADES OF DIGGING AND SCRAPING




Dr Jeff Stone

Details from:

Ian Evans – Assynt Field Club – 01571 833241

STRATHY

Strathy Hall – 8.00pm
(In association with Strathy and Armadale Local Studies Group)

Tuesday 

4 November 2008
ON THE TRAIIL OF THE HAIRY NOSED OTTER




Dr Paul Yoxon

Wednesday

11 March 2009

ARCHAEOLOGY RECONSTRUCTION IN THE NORTH




Paul Humphreys

Details from:

Robert Mackay – 01641 541219


Neil Gunn Writing Competition Homecoming Scotland 2009

This biennial competition is organised by The Highland Council and the Neil Gunn Trust; this is the tenth competition. 

Purpose of competition

To celebrate the contribution of Neil Gunn to our literary heritage by encouraging writing about the contemporary world and the place of individuals in it. 

2009 Theme: ...'Living with One Another '...

This theme has been drawn from the following quote and recognises the fact that this tenth competition is taking place in the same year as Homecoming Scotland 2009.

"For at the end of the day, what's all the bother about?  Simply about human relations, about how we are to live one with another on the old earth.  That's all, ultimately.  To understand one another, and to understand what we can about the earth, and in the process gather some peace of mind and, with luck, a little delight."                    The Serpent, Neil M Gunn
How to enter

There are 4 separate sections to the Neil Gunn Writing Competition.  The adult sections are open to all writers, the secondary and primary sections are open to pupils at Highland schools and to schools abroad with links to Highland schools.

Adult Prose               1st prize £500, 2nd prize £250, 3rd prize £100

Adult Poetry             1st prize £500, 2nd prize £250, 3rd prize £100

Secondary (S3-6)      1st prize £100, 2nd prize £60, 3rd prize £40

Primary (P5-7)           1st prize £50, 2nd prize £30, 3rd prize £20


One entrant will be judged the overall winner and awarded a residential week at Moniack Mhor Writers' Centre, which is situated near Inverness.

Further details and rules of entry are available by downloading the relevant entry form.

Entry forms:
Adult (PDF) Secondary schools (S3-S6) (PDF) Primary schools (P5-P7) (PDF)
Please send entries in an envelope clearly marked “Neil Gunn Writing Competition” to:
Highland Libraries, Community Learning and Leisure, Education Centre, Castle Street, Dingwall, IV15 9HU 

Closing dates
Secondary schools - 19 December 2008
Primary schools and Adults - 14 March 2009
Judging

The principal judge for the 2009 competition is the award winning Scottish author James Robertson.  Each section of the competition has two judges.

The award ceremony will take place at the Town House in Inverness on Thursday 25th June 2009.

Sponsors

The Highland Council and the Neil Gunn Trust gratefully acknowledge the following sponsors:

The Royal Bank of Scotland for sponsoring the junior prizes

HI-Arts for sponsoring the overall winner's prize of a residential week at Moniack Mhor

Storytelling and Traditional Music Evening
Diamond Jubilee Hall, Evanton
Fri 7 Nov, 7.30pm

Alec John Williamspn, Bob Pegg, Andrew Macintosh

And Local Artistes

Raffle, Teas

Admission £4 (£2 for Under 12s)
Presented by Evanton Fund-raising Group

Fèis air an Oir

Naidheachd!       Newsletter Oct 2008
Saturday 8th November

10am -1pm

Fèis workshop in Bettyhill School with the following tutors.

Addie Harper

Accordion/keyboard/fiddle

Mhairi Magee

Fiddle

Grant Lyall 

Drums and percussion

Benny Manson 

Bagpipes

Carol-Anne Mackay 
Groupwork/accordion./chanter

Marrissa Melville
Whistle / Gaelic Games

Steven Cameron
Guitar

Come along and try a new instrument or learn some new tunes on an instrument you already play!

Children £3 Adults £5

Saturday 22nd November

Joint fundraising Ceilidh Dance from Fèis air an Oir and the Thurso National Mod.

Strathy Hall at 7.30pm

Bring all your friends and relations to support this event!

Workshops with our usual tutors will be held at 3pm and items will be prepared to perform at the concert at night. A light meal will be provided for Fèis participants.

Saturday 6th December

10am -1pm

Don’t miss the final Fèis of the year with surprise special guest!!

Feis workshop in Bettyhill School with tutors. (as above)
Come along and try a new instrument or learn some new tunes on an instrument you already play!

Children £3 Adults £5

The Alberts V
Short Films from the Highlands

Book Early Stay Late

Sat 6 Dec 

Arts in Motion

Evanton Industrial Estate

Submissions £20; tickets £10 

www.artsinmotion.co.uk
Highland Society of Authors
Readings by Clio Gray, David Ross, Cynthia Rogerson

Alness Library Mon 10 Nov ~ 7-8.30pm

LOCAL PROMOTERS

Assisted by The Highland Council

Ardross Hall

Benchtours presents

The Lesson (see below)
by Eugene Ionesco

Saturday 1 November at Ardross Community Hall

01349 880591
Rosehall and District Community Arts

Fri 31 Oct (8pm) Benchtours in ‘The Lesson’

Thought provoking yet funny, charming yet sinister, familiar yet bizarre, The Lesson is a fresh, bright and brilliant play by one of the foremost absurdist writers of all time. Ionesco’s writing changed the face of 20th century theatre and has inspired and excited generations of theatre lovers.

The Lesson is given by an ageing professor to his new, young, female student, a keen and confident foil to his intense yet faltering manner. But the balance shifts throughout their exchange until their meeting takes a truly unexpected turn. Benchtours have a reputation for fast paced visual theatre. Translated by Donald Watson and directed by Gerry Mulgrew Recommended for ages 14 plus
All in Rosehall Hall.  Bookings and Enquiries 01549 441291
Invergordon Arts Society 
@ Invergordon Academy 7.30pm. Tickets £9 on the door

Wed 12 Nov
Alexander Gibson Opera School

Wed 26 Nov
Piano Trio

Lyth Arts Centre

www.lytharts.org.uk
Wick Pipe Band

November

Sat 29th
10am to 4pm Fun Day teas and lunches, Pipe Band Hall, Wick

Tarbat Community Hall Group

Presents TATTIE JAM with Local Artists to celebrate St Andrew

Ceilidh and Concert - with Stovie Supper

Friday 28th November - 8.00-12.00pm

Ticket £8      Sponsored by SATS, Portmahomack
01862 871452 or buy from the shop or Hall Café
Salsa Dance Class
 

No need to book, come along each week for a workout.

Perrins Centre , Alness

Thursday nights 6.30pm – 8pm 

Beginners Latin dance classes for all ages. Great way to learn Latin social dancing, 

get fit, meet new people and Have FUN!

Just turn up on the night with the whole family and get everyone involved in this great new activity.

Regular classes and social events each month. Cost £6 per person per class, u16’s only with a parent £3. Special deal for 4 week voucher £20- save £4!

For more details see 

www.salsanorth.co.uk  or call Jermaine on 07803706842

Book Launch

‘A Bend in the River’ by Chris Macivor. Published by Sandstone Press

Simpson’s Book Shop, Wick

Thurs 13 Nov at 3pm
OPPORTUNITIES

Hi- Arts
Makers’ Day

10.00 am – 4.00 pm, Wednesday 12th November 2008

Timespan Heritage Centre,

Helmsdale, KW8 6JX
Outline of Crafts Development in the Highlands and Islands and plan for the day (Pamela Conacher)
Workshop session: 

Our 2008 Makers days are focusing on marketing your work and selling. 
This session will consist of the following parts:

Marketing by Nicola Smith:  A general overview of marketing – 
what/who/how do I do it! 15 minutes for discussion

Exhibiting and selling at Trade Fairs: 

Talk by Gilly Langton (Jewellery Designer) and another speaker to be confirmed
pm One to one sessions with Pamela Conacher  (4 x 30 minute slots)
Photography: A professional photographer (details to be confirmed) will be available during the day to document work that you want to bring along and to provide you with a CD of images that can be used for promotion, website etc. This is a wonderful opportunity to have professional quality work for a fraction of what you would need to pay normally. A maximum of 3 pieces can be photographed on the day.  There will be a small charge of £25 for this service.

There is no charge for the day and lunch is included. 

You can come for all or part of the day – just let us know when booking. 

To book please complete the booking form by Friday 31st October 2008 and send by email it to: 

avril@hi-arts.co.uk or by post to: Avril Souter, Craft Administrator, HI-Arts, Suites 4 & 5, Fourth Floor, Ballantyne House, 84 Academy Street, Inverness IV1 1LU. Tel: 01463 720886

MORAY MUSIC PROJECT

Freelance Music Facilitator

Following an award from the Scottish Arts Council Youth Music Initiative (Informal Sector Fund) Moray Council’s Cultural Co-ordinator Team seeks a Freelance Music Facilitator to deliver a music project across Moray.

This project will utilise Soundbeam equipment and technology with specialist training provided by the Soundbeam organisation.

All queries regarding this post should be directed to Claire Wright.

Claire Wright, Cultural Co-ordinator Manager

The Moray Council

Council Office

High Street

Elgin

IV30 1BX 

claire.wright@moray.gov.uk      Closing Date: 14th November 2008
Highland 2007 Legacy Fund 

Annual Budget £0.5m 

 

There were around 200 applications in total (Area projects and Pan Highland projects); Value around £2.5m

 

Caithness, Sutherland and East Ross

42 Applications = £597k applied for; 16 Awarded = £144.5

In addition 11 Pan Highland Projects have been awarded funding, many of which will involve the North Area

Full list available after ECS Committee on 13 November

Next Deadline 6 February which may forward commit funding from following financial year
Advice: 01349 885114
Show Scotland 
November 14th is the deadline for Show Scotland 2009 grants.  2009 will be the fourth year of the ‘museums and galleries big events weekend’ and will take place over the bank holiday weekend 1st – 4th May.

Apologies if you already aware of the deadline but as the grant dates have moved forward this year I just want to ensure nobody misses out!

Show Scotland grants (maximum £2,000 per application) are an excellent vehicle to stage an event to raise awareness of your venue, attract sponsors and create new partnerships as well a fun way to build staff skills.  

Please note that only full members of Museum Galleries Scotland can be the lead applicant for a Show Scotland grant, however, we do welcome partnership applications where a full member leads on the project.  If you are unsure whether your organisation is a full member you can email me for confirmation.  

Remember all museums and galleries can take part in Show Scotland regardless of whether you receive a grant – our Guide to Taking Part has all the details you need to know.

To find out more about Show Scotland 2009 and to download the Show Scotland Grants Guidelines/Application Form, visit our website or click here.  

I would love to discuss any queries you have on Show Scotland – you can drop me a line or phone me on 0131 550 4123
Grants for Gaelic in the Community
A bheil thu an sàs no a bheil ùidh agad ann an iomairt gus Gàidhlig a neartachadh anns a’ choimhearsnachd agad?
A bheil thu nad bhall de bhuidheann ionadail, mar eisimpleir buidheann coimhearsnachd no saor-thoileach, gnothachas beag no ùr, no iomairt òigridh?

Am b’ urrainn don bhuidhinn agad buaidh a thoirt air Gàidhlig sa choimhearsnachd agad nam biodh taic-airgid ann?

Ma tha, dh’fhaodadh gum biodh tu airidh air beagan taic-airgid bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig airson gnìomhachdan Gàidhlig a chur air adhart.  Is e maoin a th’ ann an Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd a tha ag amas air togail agus cleachdadh na Gàidhlig a neartachadh ann an coimhearsnachdan air feadh Alba.

 

’S e 14 Samhain 2008 an latha mu dheireadh airson iarrtasan a chur a-steach.

Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh cuir fòn gu 01463 225454 no cuir post-d gu tabhartas@bng.org.uk 
http://www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-006new08p.RefLocID-00600f006.Lang-GD.htm
  

Are you involved in or interested in strengthening Gaelic in your community? 

Are you a member of a local organisation, for example voluntary or community group, small or new business, youth initiative? 

Could your organisation make a difference for Gaelic in your community if you had some financial help?

If your answer is yes to any of the questions above you may be eligible for a small grant from Bòrd na Gàidhlig to progress Gaelic activities. Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd is a fund aimed at strengthening the acquisition and usage of Gaelic in communities across Scotland.
 

Applications must be submitted by 14th November 2008.

For more information please call 01463 225454 or email tabhartas@bng.org.uk 
http://www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-006new08o.RefLocID-00600f006.Lang-EN.htm
 
UP TO £5,000 AVAILABLE FOR WOMEN'S GROUPS
Do you run a project which supports and empowers women aged over 16? The Women's Fund for Scotland has been given £110,000 by the Scottish Government to distribute awards of up to £5,000 to women's groups in 2008/09.

Over the past six years, the Women's Fund for Scotland has awarded over £850,000 in grants to 400 community projects. Last year Wallyford Community Centre received a grant of £960 towards the cost of adult education class aimed at local women. Home Start Perth also received a grant. They were awarded £2,880 to provide support, friendship, and practical help to young mums.

To be eligible to apply, groups must be constituted, and have an annual income of less than £250,000. Grants are available for projects which support and empower women, and to fund organisations which are run predominantly by and for women. There is also funding available for events to celebrate International Women's Day on 8th March 2009.

The deadline for all applications is 12 December 2008. If you would like to apply, please visit the Scottish Community Foundation's website www.scottishcf.org/grantsforwomen for more information. Applications can be made using the Scottish Community Foundation's small grant (up to £1,000) and main grant (£1,000 to £5,000) application forms. Alternatively, please contact Annabel Bath for advice and support on 0131 524 0306 or Annabel@scottishcf.org.

 

Scottish Screen has recently launched a Digital Projection Equipment Programme to support  organisations in non-urban areas in Scotland.  I thought this may be of interest to venues or groups in the Highlands, and would be grateful if you could forward this email to any appropriate organisations.

Funding, up to a maximum of £35,000 depending on the scale of the operation, is available to buy digital projectors, screens and associated audiovisual apparatus.  In addition a downloadable resource, Tentpoles and Pixels, outlines the key issues to be taken into account when setting up an independent digital cinema.

All information can be found on the Scottish Screen website at:

http://www.scottishscreen.com/digitalprojection/

HI-Arts will also be managing a fund for small organisations, such as film societies, to buy portable digital projections kits.  Details http://www.hi-arts.co.uk/ 

Scottish Arts Council - funding deadlines
The Scottish Arts Council are currently reviewing the performing arts programming fund and anticipate being able to invite applications for a deadline in January 2009 for projects taking place after 1 April 2009.  Details of the fund and how to apply for it will be published in our guidelines and our website as soon as they are available. (www.scottisharts.org.uk)

Highland 2007 Legacy Programme 
1st round closed on 22 August. There were 38 applications for the North Highland Area and as a whole the fund was heavily over-subscribed. The decision-making process involves local councillors and a Pan Highland Committee. It is expected that the decisions will announced in early October.
The deadline for the second of the two annual rounds is 6 February

Guidelines and applications can be downloaded from www.highland2007.com
GRANT SEARCH

The Highland Council has taken out a subscription to a grant search facility (Grantnet) for a year
This allows anyone to undertake a search if they are looking for funds 
It is a free service 
All you need to do is register (it is very easy!)
And you can then search for funds
Anyone can register including community groups, schools, small businesses etc 
Please encourage as many people as possible to register and use the service
As the level of usage may well determine whether or not the council thinks this is a useful facility to provide in future
The Grantnet link can be accessed via this webpage

http://www.highland.gov.uk/learninghere/grantsandallowances/
The Peter de Haan Charitable Trust
Supports Arts Projects esp. with regard to young people

http://www.pdhct.org.uk/
SAC INSPIRE FUND AWARDS

http://www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/latestnews/1005676.aspx
New stage for existing applicants who were unsuccessful first time round

As you may be aware Regional Screen Scotland is the new independent organisation set up to support the development of cinema provision in rural and non-urban areas around Scotland.  It is currently being set up by Hi Arts at the request of Scottish Screen.

Ron Inglis has been appointed the director of RSS and will commence work from the 1st of October.  He will initially be based in Inverness on roninglis@regionalscreenscotland.org  www.regionalscreenscotland.org 

DIGITAL PROJECTION EQUIPMENT GRANTS

One of the functions of Regional Screen Scotland is supporting film clubs, community groups, and other bodies seeking to present a planned annual programme of DVD screenings.  I have enclosed details of a funding programme of small grants of up to £5,000 which are available on a rolling basis up until the 28th February 2009.
I would be very grateful if you could circulate these details to groups that you think might be interested in your area.

Free Listings

www.hi-arts.co.uk

www.wherecanwego.com

This is the 10th of an occasional Cultural Diary for North Highlands (Caithness, Sutherland, East Ross). It will mainly cover Highland Council activities but will also feature significant other events, activities and opportunities.

Please email information to adrian.clark@highland.gov.uk
Area Cultural Officer, (Caithness, Sutherland & E Ross)
Education, Culture & Sport, The Highland Council

Community Learning Office, Ardross Road, Alness IV17 0QA
(01349) 885114    
